1936 Delaware/Swedish Tercentenary Half Dollar 


In March of 1937 the Philadelphia Mint coined 25,015 pieces with 15 coins reserved for annual assay, 4,022 melted. 
Designed and modeled by Carl L. Schmitz and distributed by the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission, C. L. Ward, 
Chairman. Sent to the Medallic Art Company for reduction. Image courtesy of an avid collector of the early commemorative 
series who requests to remain anonymous; Photographer: BluCC Photo’s. 


Approved by Congress on May 15, 1936 and issued to commemorate the three hundredth anniversary of 
the landing of the Swedes in Delaware. 


Design: 
Obverse: Side view of the ‘Old Swede’s Church (now Holy Trinity Church) at Wilmington, Delaware (an 
accurate reproduction of the actual building, for it is still in use and has the distinction of being one of 
the earliest Protestant churches in the United States); above church, clouds and sun rays; below 
church, IN GOD WE TRUST 1936; around upper border, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; around lower 
border, HALF DOLLAR. 


Reverse: The Swedish sailing ship Kalmar Nyckel (The ship, Kalmar Nyckel was reproduced from a 
replica in the Swedish Museum); below waves in two lines. E. PLURIBUS UNUM; around upper border, 
DELAWARE TERCENTENARY; at lower border, 1638—1938; at left and right and dividing the two dates, 
three diamonds representing the three counties of Delaware, New Castle, Kent and Sussex, in lower 
right field, near stern of ship, the designer’s initials, incuse, CLS. 


“, . . Authorized and dated 1936, the half dollars were actually struck in 1937 for an anniversary 
scheduled to take place in 1938, another reflection of the abuse of the commemorative half dollar coining 
privilege.”' 


1 Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 347. 


Model of the Kalmar Nyckel in the Museum Sweden Maritiman Goteborg. Courtesy of Morton. 


The owner of the ship was The Ship Company (Skeppskompaniet). Launched in c. 1625 and acquired in 1629. Ship’s route 
was from Gothenburg, Sweden to New Sweden, North America. Was sold to the Swedish Navy in 1644. Ship type: Pinnace, 
sail plan full-rigged ship with 40 sailors and 28 soldiers (in Naval service), Armament: 12 x 6-pounder cannon and 2 x 
swivel guns. The fate of the Kalmar Nyckel: sold into merchant service, 1651. Sunk in Dutch service 1652 (sunk by 
the English Navy while escorting Dutch fishing vessels in English territorial waters). Courtesy of Wikepedia. 


Kalmar Nyckel (Swedish for 'Key of Kalmar’) was a Swedish ship built by the Dutch[a] famed for carrying Swedish settlers 
to North America in 1638, to establish the colony of New Sweden. The name Kalmar Nyckel comes from the Swedish city 
of Kalmar and nyckel meaning 'key' in Swedish. The name was also a tribute to Kalmar Castle which was a symbol of 
power during the time of the Swedish Empire when Sweden was a military great power. A replica of the ship was launched 
at Wilmington, Delaware, in 1997. 
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GEORGE A. ELLIOTT, PRESIDENT WALTER W. BACON 
JOHN P. NIELDS, VICE PRESIDENT JOHN P. HYATT 
GEORGE H. RYDEN. GENERAL SECRETARY EDWARD R. MACK 
ANNA T. LINCOLN. RECORDING SECRETARY RICHARD 8. RODNEY 


MRS. ALFRED V. DU PONT, TREASURER HARRIS SAMONISKY 
CHRISTOPHER L. WARD 


åg the Associated Press carried a ghort notice from Wash- 
ington of this favorable action by the Committee, we have 
already received 111 letters from collectors - 

from Massachusetts to Cslifornia = asking for information 
about the proposed coin. To those who send stamps for re- 
ply, my assistant in the Archives at Dover, Mr, deValinger, 
is sending a form letter over my signature, saying that 

if and when the resolution is paseed by Congress and 
signed by the President, all inouiries will be answered 

as to when and how the coins may be cbtained. 


The very latest information from Washington has it 
that Senate Joint Resolution 231 (commemorative coin) was 
passed by the Senate the other day and that after it 
reached the House and was referred to the House Committee 
on Coinage, Weights, and Measures, it was promtly reported 
favorably to the House by that Committee on April 16 and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed, 


Very sincerely yours, 


GHR/ 1M George H, Ryden 
General Secretary. 


P.S. You will be interested to know that a delegation 
from the Commission met the President and the Vice 
President of the Wilscn Steamboat Line on the premises 
of the company on Tuesday, April 21, at 3 p.m., and 
went over the ground with a view to learning how much 
land the company was willing to sell, Mr. lack 
brought a detailed map of the ground, 


The President informed the delegation that the 
Board of Directors of his company would have a meeting 
on Monday, April 27, and he promised, furthermore, 
that Colonel Ellicott would receive by May 1 the 
proposal from the company, i.e., the amount of land 
that they are willing to sell and the amount of money 
that they want for it. 


The delegation from the Commiesion consisted of 
Colonel Flliott, Judge Rodney, Mr. Mack, and myself, 


Saturday, April 25. The Wilmington Morning News 
carried an Associated Press dispatch this morning, 
saying that House Joint Resolution 499 (United States 
Delaware Valley lercentenary Commission) passed the 
House yesterday, 


G. H. R, 


Courtesy of the Delaware State Library. 


MINUTSS OF MEETING 
OF 
DELAWARE SWEDISH TERCENTENARY COMMISSION 


At a meeting of DELAWARE SWEDISH TERCENTENARY COM 
MISSION, held June 11 at 12 o'clock Noon in the office of 
Judge John P, Nields in Wilmington, the following proceed- 


ings were adopted; 


There were present, Messrs. George A. Elliott, 
John P. Nields, Miss Anna T, Lincoln, Messrs. Phillip D, 
Laird, Edward R, Mack and Christopher L. Ward, 


President George A., Elliott in the chair, 


Mr. Ward reported what progress had been made in 
the matter of the commemorative half dollar coin and on 
motion duly made, seconded and carried the following 


resolution was unanimously adopted; 


RESOLVED, That the action of the President in 
designating the character of the design of the commemorative 
half dollars, with the Key of Kalmar on one side of the coin 
and Old Swedes Church on the other side of the coin, with the 
words, "Delaware Tercentenary", and in appointing Equitable 


Trust Company as distributing agent for the coins, under an 
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rA Mre Ward made a statement to the meeting concerning Par 


agreement whereby only the cost of Be services would be 
charged, and in fixing the selling price of the coins at 
$1.75 to cover also postage or delivery charges, be and the 
same is hereby apprpvaa and ratified, ae 


Get A wA 
the progress up to date of the proposed acquisition of The r fut 

Er hiaan 
Rocks and a sufficient portion of land around it, stating as on 
that the Wilmington Park Commission and the Wilmingtin City oh sd 


Laia sone 
Council had approved the project, but with the reservation <= 
that no City funds should be called upon for the purpose. 
He also stated that there is to be a meeting, on June 29, 
in Philadelphia, of the Swedish-American Tercentenary 


Association, at which meeting he desired to be present on 


behalf of the Commission to advise the Swedish-American rE r r 
Tercentenary Association that it would be necessary for it , | 


to raise at least the sum of $75,000.00 as its contribution i 


toward the acquisition and beautification of The Rocks Park, pe 
gi 
On motion duly made, seconded and carried, it was (rr hin ud 
RESOLVED, That Mr. Ward be authorized to represent lahta 
the Commission at said meeting on the general lines laid J Tia Sen 
dow by him. i. i 
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The President stated that he had signed a note for 
500,00 in the name of the Commission and had the same dis- 
counted by Equitable Trust Company, to provide funds necessary 
at this time for the distribution of the commemorative coins, 
which fund is to be restored out of the money received for 
the coins. 

On motion duly made, seconded and carried, this 
action of the President was ratified. 

On motion duly made, seconded and carried, the 
Secretary was authorized to procure a proper minute book 


and certify the cost of same to the Treasurer, for payment. 


-On-metion—diulymade,—secondsd—and carried, it was 


and 
RESOLVED, That Colonel George A, Elliott and Mr, 


Christopher Le Ward be appointed a conmittee to act on behalf 
of the Commission in securing and distributing the commemora- 
tive coins. 


On motion the meeting adjourned, 


Secretary 


“George H. Ryden, general secretary of the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission, University 
of Delaware, Newark, Del., has furnished us with the following details of the significance of the event 
which the coin will commemorate: 


The Delaware Tercentenary coin will be issued in the fall of 1936, the number being 25,000. The issue 
will be sold by the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission. The sale of lots of twenty coins or less 
to be unrestricted. Sale of larger lots will be reserved until smaller purchasers have been accommodated. 
The agent for the commission in the receipt of applications and in distribution of the coins will be the 
Equitable Trust Company, of Wilmington, Del. 

During the coming summer the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission will offer a prize or 
commission of $500 for the best model for the coin. 

Anyone interested in the details of the competition should communicate with Dr. George H. Ryden, 
General Secretary, Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission, State House, Dover, Delaware. The 
competition will close on September 1. The models should be by that time in the hands of Dr. Ryden. 

The tercentenary coin will commemorate the Landing of Swedes on the site of Wilmington, Del., in the 
spring of 1638 and the founding by them of the first permanent settlement by white men in the Delaware 
River Valley. 


The ship these settlers arrived in was the ‘Key of Kalmar’ and the landing place was ‘The Rocks,’ on 
the north shore of a river named by the Swedes the Christina River in honor of their sovereign, Queen 
Christina, daughter of Gustavus Adolphus. At the landing place the Swedes also built a fort, which they 
named Fort Christina. ‘The Rocks’ at the landing place are still visible and are located at the foot of Fifth 
Street in Wilmington, Del. The ‘Key of Kalmar and The Rocks’ have the same significance for the 


Delaware River Valley as the ‘Mayflower’ and Plymouth Rock have for New England.”2 


“To the Acting Director of the Bureau of the Budget from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury 
Wayne Taylor on May 14, 1936, objecting to the Delaware Tercentenary Half Dollar. 


Reference is made to your letter of May 9, 1936, inclosing enrolled resolution — S.J., Res. 231, a Joint 
Resolution to authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the three-hundredth 
anniversary of the landing of the Swedes in Delaware. 

The cost of manufacturing these coins would be $7.50 per thousand. 

| am opposed to the enactment of this measure and am inclosing for your consideration a proposed 
veto message. 


To the Acting Director of the Mint Mary O’Reilly from the General Secretary of the Delaware 
Swedish Tercentenary Commission George Ryden on May 18, 1936, regarding the Delaware 
Tercentenary Half Dollar. 


My. [sic] Edward B. Rowan, Superintendent of the Section of Painting and Sculpture of the 
Procurement Division of the Public Works Branch, has very kindly given me your name as the person to 
communicate with concerning the proposed Delaware Swedish Tercentenary coin, the resolution 
authorizing which having just been signed by the President. 

As | understand it, the first step that our Commission should take is to announce a competition among 
sculptors and others for the production of the best model for the coin. Besides making an announcement 
of the competition in the Bulletin of Mr. Rowan’s section of Painting and Sculpture, | suppose we should 
have an announcement also in some general art journal. 

Mr. Rowan informs me that you have told him that the cost of the die will be $300. | should like to know 
how long after the winner in the model competition has been announced it will take to have the die made, 
and the coins struck and delivered to the Commission. The competition could be kept open all Summer, | 
suppose, and the winner announced by September 30. According to the resolution, the number of coins 
shall not be less than 25,000, must bear the date, 1936, and must be struck within one year after the 
signing of the resolution by the President. If it is possible, we should like to have the first 25,000 coins 
struck and delivered to us next Fall, and, if we find during the course of the Winter that the demand has 
not been met, we might ask for another 25,000 when our supply has been exhausted and before May, 
1937, when the present resolution lapses. 


Thanking you for an [sic] information that you may wish to give me, | am,”3 


2 The Numismatist, The Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Half Dollar, July, 1936 p. 527-528. 
3 The Authoritative Reference on Commemorative Coins 1892-1954, by Kevin Flynn, published by Kyle Vick, 2008, p. 272. 


Wilmington, Delaware 


July 24, 1935 


The Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission, appointed 
by Governor C. Douglass Buck under the authority of Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 3, approved March 20, 1935, met for 
organization at the call of Judge John P, Nields in his 
oftice on Wednesday afternoon, July 24, 1935, at four o'clock, 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 3 is shown as Appendix A of these 
minutes.) ‘he members present at the meeting were the 
Honorable John P. Nields, Mayor Walter W. Bacon, Mr. John 
Price Hyatt, Dr. George H. Ryden, Mr. Edward W., Mack, Mrs, 
Alfred V. duPont, and Miss Anna T, Lincoln, The absent mem 
bers, George A. Elliott, Esquire, Judge Richard 8. Rodney, 
Christopher L. Ward, Esquire, and Mr. Harris Samonisky had 
communicated to Judge Nields their regrets at not being able 
to attend the meeting. (The list of members of the Com- 
mission as appointed by Governor Buck is shown as Appendix 
B of these minutes.) 

Judge Nields requested Dr. Ryden to act as temporary 
chairman and to state the purpose of the meeting. Mias Lincoln 
was named temporary secretary. Dr. Ryden read a resolution 
adopted on January 17, 1935, at the annual meeting, in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, of the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Historical Societies (embracing seventy-three constituent 
historical societies), to-wit: "Whereas plans are in prepara- 
tion to celebrate the tercentenary of the landing of the 


Swedes on the Delaware and the establishment of the firet 


permanent white settlement, and the tirst government in 
Pennsylvania, in 1638: Now therefore, be it Resolved, that 
this Federation pledge its hearty endorsement to such 
commemoration; and Resolved further, that the President 

be authorized to appoint such committee or committees to 
Tepresent this Federation as may be necessary, and to 
cooperate with similar New Jersey, Delaware, Swedish, or 
other committees." Dr. Ryden then read Section 2 of Senate 
Joint Resolution No. 3 which states the purpose of the 
organization of the Delaware Swedish Teroentenary Commission 
as follows: 

"That the duties of said Commission shall be to prepare 
plans for a fitting celebration by the State ot Delaware on 
the occasion of the Three Hundredth Anniversary in 1938 of 
the founding of the first permanent settlement and the establish- 
ment ot the first permanent government upon the soil of Dela- 
ware at Fort Christina near "The Rocks" on the Christiana 
River; and to cooperate with other commissions or committees 
representing the city of Wilmington; historical, patriotic, 
and other societies of the State of Delaware and other States; 
the governments of other States; and the national government 
of the United States and Sweden." 

Dr, Ryden thereupon briefly reviewed the colonization 
project ot the Swedish Government from 1638 to 1655, and 
stated what were the boundaries of the Colony of New Sweden, 
which embraced parts of the Stater of Delaware, Pennsylvania 


and New Jersey, Ft. Christina being the first permanent 


settlement within this area, in fact, the first permanent 
settlement in the whole Delaware River Valley. 

The purpose ot the celebration, as far as Delaware was 
concerned, was two-fold, said Dr. Ryden further, The State 
of Delaware should tirst of all celebrate the founding of 
the first permanent settlement in the Delaware River Valley 
because it was also the first permanent settlement within 
the boundaries of the State of Delaware, and because the 
government, set up at Ft. Christina for the Colony of New 
Sweden, was by the same token the beginning of the first 
government within the boundaries of the State of Delaware. 

the Commission's first task, therefore, in Dr. Ryden's 
opinion, should be to educate the public of Wilmington and 
the rest of the State of Delaware as to the great significance 
for Delaware itself ot the event in 1938, in order to arouse 
interest among the public in the desirability of securing the 
land at “The Rocks" for a park and of erecting on the land a 
suitable monument with an inscription thereon, stating the 
pertinent facts in connection with the establishment of Ft. 
Christina in 1638. If the people in Pennsylvania regard the 
founding of Ft. Christina in 1638 as marking the establish- 
ment of the first permanent settlement and the first permanent 
government within the confines of Pennsylvania, how much more 
should not Delawareans attach the same significance to the 
events in the interests of the State of Delaware. 

The second purpose (although less important for the 


State ot Delaware), why the State should celebrate the three- 


hundredth anniversary ot the founding of the Colony of New 
Sweden is the tact that "The Rocks" was the landing place of 
the first representatives of a race which in our day has 
become an important element in the body politic of the 
American people, In other words, since for the people of 
Swedish extraction in America the "Key of Kalmar" and "The 
Rocks" have the same significance as do the "Mayflower" 
and “Plymouth Rock" for the people of New England, a large 
number of citizens cutside of the State of Delaware, who 
are of Swedish lineage, will come to Delaware to celebrate 
the three-hundredth anniversary of the landing of the Swedes. 
Moreover, the government of Sweden will in all probability 
take official cognizance of the event, and send to this 
country a delegation, Consequently, the State of Delaware 
will be called upon to act as host to these many people, 
and the task of preparing oufselves to receive our guests 
worthily is one tor this Commission to solve. In this task 
we ought to Cooperate with representatives ot the Statesof 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey and ot the national government 
of the United States, as well as with the Swedish Colonial 
Society ot Philadelphia and the various other patriotic and 
historical societies ot Deleware and Pennsylvania. 

But the initial job before the Commission, concluded 
Dr. Ryden, was to secure the land at "The Rocks" in Wil- 
mington and to have it made into a park as marking the site 
of the first permanent settlement in the State ot Delaware 
as well ag in the Delaware River Valley and the first iland- 


the 
ing place ot /Swedes in Bmerica, 


Mr. Hyatt then stated that Dr. Ryden and he had called 
on Mr. L. C. Campbell, vice president and general manager 
ot the Wilson Line, and had received assurances trom him 
that the steamboat company would cooperate in any way possi-~ 
ble, 

in answer to a question, Dr. Ryden stated that none of 
the funds collected throughout the country by the American 
Sons and Daughters ot Sweden a few years ago would be avail- 
able tor the purchase ot the land at "The Rocks." He ex- 
plained by adding that although the subscribers to the so- 
called Swedish tercentenary rund contributed their money 
with the understanding that one part ot it would be used tor 
the purchase of the land at "The Rocks" in Wilmington and 
the other part for the construction of the John Morton 
Memorial Museum (Swedish Historical Museum) at 19th Street 
and Pattison Avenue in Philadelphia, all the money contributed 
was expended on the latter project. 

Mayor Bacon discussed the financial situation of the 
City, and its inability to assist with money at the present 
time, 

It was then moved and seconded that Mayor Bacon, Mr. Mack, 
and Miss Lincoln confer with the Governor regarding the con- 
struction of a highway to "The Rocks", Judge Nields offered 
to look up the question of the steamboat company's title to 
"The Rocks", 

A permanent organization of the Commission was then 


effected by the election of the following officers: 


President:- Colonel George A. Elliott 
Vice president:- Honorable John P. Nields 
General Secretary:- Doctor George H, Ryden 
Treasurer:-— Mrs. Alfred V. duPont 


Recording Secretary:- Miss Anna T, Lincoln. 


it was then moved by Mayor Bacon and seconded by Judge 
Nields that the General Secretary communicate with the mem- 
bers of the Delaware Congressional delegation relative to 
the minting of the United States 50-cent coins as proposed 
in Section 3 of Senate Joint Hesolution No. 3, providing 
tor the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary, 

It was then moved by Miss Lincoln and seconded by Mrs. 


GuPont, that the General Secretary write to the Swedish 


Colonial Society and find out what progress had been made 
relative to the printing of United States postage stamps 
commemorative of the Swedish Tercentenary, 

It was then moved by Mr.Mack and seconded by Mayor 
Bacon, that the Executive Committee, composed of the officers 
of the Commission, be authorized to set up various committees, 
naming the chairman of each. (In this connection Dr, Ryden 
read a tentative list of committees which could be organized 
in due time, ‘his list is shown as Appendix C of these 
minutes. ) 


On motion, duly seconded, the meeting adjourned at 5,45 p.n 


Anna T, Lincoln, Recording Secretary 


- AWARD. OF COMMITTEE OF JUDGES IN COMPETITION POR DESIGN OF 
Eeee TREAT OORENORATIYE eget por- ode 


te 
‘We, the undersigned, a committee appointed by the 
Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission, consisting of : | 
three members of the Commission and two recognized sculptors 
not competing, do hereby certify that we have Sxanined the 
models and designs (38 in number) submitted in the competi- 
tion for design of the Delaware Tercentenary Commemorative 
half<-doliar: 


That said models and designs were not signed, but 
were Gistinguished by numbers placed thereon arbitrarily 
and on the blank sealed envelope accompanying each and con- 
teining the name and address of the person submitting the 
correspondingly numbered model and design which envelopes 
remained uncpened until the award had been made: 


That we have unanimously awarded the prize of $500 
to (Rao L Vda (No. 7 ), subject, however, 
to (1) the approval of the Treasury Department of the 
chosen mode] and design, (2) to the execution by the winner 
of a contract with Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission 
agreeing to execute and deliver to the Commission at 318 
Delaware Trust Building, Wilmington, Delaware, two finished 
models of both obverse and reverse designs on or before 


1936, the same to be in strict accordance with 


the model and design hereby chosen, (3) the final approval 
of ‘the U. Sẹ Treasury Department of such finished models. 


Wilmington, Del. | p MANo w. 
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Supplementary to the above, the said Committee has 
chosen the following models and designs, to wit: 
2 (No. 6) 
3 (Not?) 


which, in case the designer of the model and design first 
chosen shall not comply with the above conditions, shall 
in their numerical order be entitled to the award, that is 
to say, 2 in case the first shall not so comply, 5 in case 
neither the first nor second shall so comply and 4 in case 
none of the first three shall so comply. 


Wilmington, Del. 
October 27, 1956 


1936 Delaware Half Dollar Plaster Model 


2664 A plaster of Paris negative model of the reverse of the 1936 


Delaware Tercentenary commemorative half dollar has recently 
been uncovered. This plaster represents an unadopted design by one 
of America’s leading engravers. We are pleased to offer this piece to 
collectors of commemorative Americana. We quote excerpts from an 
article about this item, by John Kraljevich, in "The Commemorative 
Trail”: 


The piece is attributed to Adam Pietz, the designer of the 1946 
lowa commemorative half dollar. Pietz was assistant engraver 
of the U.S. Mint under John Sinnock from 1927 until 1946. 

The plaster of Paris negative was discovered in a home in Dela- 
ware and measures 10-3/4 inches in diameter and is 1-1/8 inches 
wide. It is a brown metallic color on the front and sides but 
is white on the blank back. The piece was found wrapped in 
a cardboard cover including the following label: 

“Design submitted by U.S. Mint engraver Adam Pietz for the 
obverse* of the 1938 Delaware commemorative half dollar.” 

The finally accepted design for the Delaware half dollar was 
designed by Carl Schmitz to commemorate the 300th anniver- 
sary of the landing of the Swedish in Delaware. The piece fea- 
tured Old Swedes Church in Wilmington on the obverse, and 
the Swedish ship Kalmar Nyckel on the reverse. The total mint- 
age was 25,015 but 4,022 were melted. 


The reverse shown here, by Pietz, is slightly different from the ac- 
cepted reverse. It may have been that the piece was designed by Carl 
Schmitz but was refined by Adam Pietz. The design shown on this cast 
shows LIBERTY above the ship and waves below the ship. The accept- 
ed design has nothing above the ship and Liberty and E PLURIBUS 
UNUM below the ship. 

Adam Pietz was born in Offenbach-am-Main, Germany, on July 19, 
1873, and began his training as a sculptor under Prof. Hildebrand. In 
1889 he emigrated to the United States, eventually opening an engraving 
shop in Philadelphia. On March 20, 1928, he was named to the posi- 
tion of assistant engraver at the Mint, remaining there until March 
1946. While at the Mint, Pietz designed many medals but no circulat- 
ing coinage. See Commemorative Coins of the United States: A Complete 
Encyclopedia, by Q. David Bowers, (available from our Publications 
Department), pp. 722 & 723, for a more complete biography. 

Note: As this model is fragile, it will not be brought to the sale but will 
be shipped directly to the purchaser from our offices. 


* Officially, the side showing the ship is the reverse. Some, however, 
call this side the obverse. The official obverse shows the date 1936 and 
that is the date of authorization. The mintage date was 1937, but the 
date shown on the reverse is 1938. 


Above from The Spring Quartette Sale; featuring the Garrett, Hudson, McCamy and Mayhew Collections. Courtesy of 
Bowers and Merena, Inc, March 26 and 27, 1992.1992 


To the Acting Director of the Mint Mary O’Reilly from the Chairman of the Delaware Swedish 
Tercentenary Commission on November 12, 1936, regarding the Delaware Tercentenary Half 
Dollar. 


In the matter of the Delaware Tercentenary Commemorative Coin, it has been observed that the 
designer made a slight error in his design of the Church on the reverse side of the coin. The ridge of the 
roof of the Church does not, in fact, extend in a straight line to the rear gable end. It breaks down into a 
slope toward the rear, a sort of hip-roof effect. It would, of course, be desirable to have a true picture of 
the Church instead of this slightly erroneous one. 

| have no doubt that we could get the sculptor to make a new model for that side of the coin with this 
defect corrected and at the same time, if you and the other authorities in Washington who have to pass 
upon the design, feel that the date of the coinage should be placed at the bottom of the coin instead of in 
its present rather peculiar position up in the air, that change could be made. 

Before writing to the designer for this purpose, | would be glad to have you advise me whether this will 
complicate matters and seriously delay the approval of the design in Washington. Any suggestions you 


can make to facilitate the matter will be greatly received.”4 
Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts. 
Minutes of Meeting held in Washington, D. C., December 12, 1936. 


The following members were present: 

Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Lawrie, 

Mr. Howells, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Borie, 

Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Executive Secretary and Administrative Officer. 


Delaware Centennial Coin: Under date of November 4, 1936, the Commission received the following 
letter from the Acting Director of the Mint, submitting models for the Delaware Memorial Coin: 


November 4, 1936. 
Hon. Charles Moore, Chairman, 
Commission of Fine Arts, 
Navy Department Building, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

| am submitting models for the coin authorized by Congress to be issued in commemoration of the 
300th anniversary of the landing of the Swedes in Delaware. 

The models are submitted for your consideration as to their artistic merits. 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) M. M. O'Reilly, 
Acting Director of the Mint. 


Information concerning the models being considered incomplete, the secretary asked the Delaware 
Commission to submit further data, which was done. (Exhibit A) 

Photographs of the models were submitted to Mr. Lawrie, who approved the models and concurred in 
the suggestion of the Delaware Committee as to changing the roof line; he also suggested placing the 
date, 1936, under the words, ‘Half Dollar.’ A report approving the models subject to these changes was 
sent to the Acting Director of the Mint. (Exhibit A-1) 


4 The Authoritative Reference on Commemorative Coins 1892-1954, by Kevin Flynn, published by Kyle Vick, 2008, p. 273. 


Exhibit A 


DELAWARE SWEDISH TERCENTENARY COMMISSION 


meer ` 1638 «» 1938 aap 
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TREASURER 


WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 


November 14, 1936 


Mre He Pe Caenmerer 
The Commission of Fine Arts 
Navy Department Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 
I have yours of the 12th instant, addressed to Delaware 


Swedish Tercentenary Commission. The Delaware tercentenary 
coin which you are considering may be described as follows: 


by the legend "Delaware Tercentenary 1638 - 1958", 
-and having below it the words "E Pluribus Unum", 
"Liberty". 


REVERSE:- Old Swedes Church, Wilmington, naegts 
ware, summeunded—by sunburst and date "1956 
beneath "In God We Trust", surrounded by the^ 


f OBVERSE: The ship Kalmar Nyckel, surrounded 
| legend "United States of America", "Half Dollar". 


| I may say that the design of the ship is taken from a 
photograph of an accurate scale model of the original ship, 
| secured from Sweden. The church is modeled after a photograph, 
__ but it is not accurate in one particular; namely, the ridge ~ 
line should not extend back to the rear gable. It should 
break at the rear in a slant, so as to-produce @ hip-recf. — — —— 
l 


—.-effect-at-the rear. 


I suggest that the designer be requested to correct 
the design of the church ‘nnording to the actual fact, and 
| that the date of coinage be placed below the words "In God 
We Trust", which is a more usual position for such date, with 
- A possible remodeling of the sunburst. If such changes are 
i confirmed by your Commission, I would commmicate with the 


Exhibit A (Continued) 


Mr. He Pe Caemmerer (2) November 14, 1936 


designer with a view to effecting them upon the plaster cast. 


The designer's name is Carl Le Schmitz. I thought it 
best to withhold information as to the result of the com- 
petition until the design had been passed upon by your 
Commission. I would, therefore, request that you keep the 
name confidential until your Commission's verdict has been 
rendered. I enclose with this, photograph of the two sides 
of the model, which may be convenient for you to have. 


I would be glad to hear from you as to the suggested 
changes and as to your verdict on the design. Please address 
me at 318 Delaware Trust Building, Wilmington, Delaware. 


Very truly yours, 


Ce But... 


Chairman Coin Committee. 
CLW: EML 
Enc. 


Exhibit A-1 


December 14, 1936. 
Dear Miss O'Reilly: 

The Commission of Fine Arts at their meeting on December 12, 1936, considered the models for the 
Delaware Tercentenary Coin. 

The Commission suggests that the design of the church be changed so that the ridge line of the roof 
will not extend to the rear gable. It should break at the rear in a slant so as to produce a hip roof effect. 
The building is still in existence so that this suggestion is all the more important. 

The date 1936 indicated at the top of the building should be placed in the space over the words, ‘Half 
Dollar.’ 

Subject to these suggestions, the Commission approve the models. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman. 


Miss M. M. O'Reilly, 
Acting Director of the Mint, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C. 


>) In GOD WE TRUS! 
7 . 
LE 


E PLURIBUS UHU a 
GABE EEL C 


Unfinished models by Carl L. Schmitz. The church was redone and the date on the obverse was moved under ‘In God We 
Trust.’ Courtesy of the Commission of Fine Arts. 


Minutes of Meeting held in Washington, January 29, 1937. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Borie, 

Mr. Lamb, 

Mr. Manship, 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Executive Secretary and Administrative Officer. 


Delaware Centennial Coin: Under date of January 23, 1937, the following letter was received from the 
Acting Director of the Mint, submitting a photograph of the revised models for the Delaware Centennial 
Coin: 


January 23, 1937. 
Hon. Charles Moore, Chairman, 
Commission of Fine Arts, 
Navy Department Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your letter of December 14th, in regard to the models for the Delaware 
Tercentenary Coin. Your letter suggested that the design of the church, as submitted by the sculptor, be 
changed so that the ridge line of the roof will not extend to the rear gable. It was further suggested that 
the line should break at the rear in a slant so as to produce a hip-roof effect. You further suggested that 
the date 1936, indicated at the top of the building on the original model, should be placed in the space 
over the words ‘Half Dollar.’ 

This Bureau is today in receipt of a photograph of the altered model. It is being submitted for an 
expression of your opinion as to its artistic merits as it now appears. 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) M. M. O’Reilly 
Acting Director of the Mint. 


The photograph had been submitted to Mr. Lawrie for advice and he reported that he considered the 
model satisfactory. The coin was designed by Carl L. Schmitz, sculptor. Mr. Borie noted that the sculptor 
had made the desired change in the roof line of the old historic church. The photograph was called to the 
attention of Mr. Manship, who inspected it and considered it satisfactory. The Commission thereupon 
approved the models in accordance with the photograph submitted and a report was sent to the Acting 
Director of the Mint. (Exhibit B) 


Exhibit B 
January 30, 1937. 
Dear Miss O'Reilly: 

The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on January 29, 1937, approved the models for the 
Delaware Tercentenary Coin, of which you submitted a photograph with your letter of January 23rd. The 
photograph is herewith returned. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman. 


Miss M. M. O'Reilly, 
Acting Director of the Mint, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D. C. 


Malcolm Gordon Anderson design that failed to win the competition. Courtesy The Numismatist, October 1937, p. 942. 


Plaster display maquette” submitted as a potential design for the Delaware Tercentenary Commemorative half-dollar. The 
8 1/2" diameter design stands in raised relief against a square plaster background and depicts a port side view of a three- 
masted sailing ship (the Kalmar Nyckel) surrounded by text: ‘1638 / Delaware Tercentenary / 1938 / Half Dollar.’ There are 
two hanging rings on the upper edge. This maquette was one of thirty-eight entries in a 1936 design competition for the 
official Delaware Tercentenary commemorative half-dollar coin. Designed by James Berdy. Dimensions: W-10 L-10.25 D- 
1.125 inches. Gift of the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission. 


* aai 
maquette — noun, a sculptor's small preliminary model or sketch. 


Plaster display maquette submitted as a potential design for the Delaware Tercentenary Commemorative half-dollar. The 8 
3/4" diameter design stands in raised relief against a square, gray-washed plaster background and depicts a starboard 
side view of a three-masted sailing ship (the Kalmar Nyckel) surrounded by text: ‘United States of America / 1936 / Half 
Dollar.’ The design is unpainted and there is a hole gouged into the back for hanging. Designed by Henry Kreis. This 
maquette was one of thirty-eight entries in a 1936 design competition for the official Delaware Tercentenary 
commemorative half-dollar coin. Dimensions: W-10 L-10 D-1 inches. Gift of the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary 
Commission. 


Plaster display maquette submitted as a potential design for the Delaware Tercentenary Commemorative half-dollar. The 8 
3/4" diameter design stands in raised relief against a square plaster background and depicts a slightly angled, starboard 
side view of a three-masted sailing ship (the Kalmar Nyckel) surrounded by text: "1638 / Delaware Tercentenary / 1938 / E 
Pluribus Unum / Liberty." The plaster is unpainted and there is a hole gouged into the back for hanging. Designed by 
Henry Kreis. This maquette was one of thirty-eight entries in a 1936 design competition for the official Delaware 
Tercentenary commemorative half-dollar coin. Gift of the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission. 


Plaster display maquette submitted as a potential design for the Delaware Tercentenary Commemorative half-dollar. The 
unpainted, 8 3/4" diameter design stands out in raised relief against a slightly larger round plaster background that is 
painted black. The design depicts a starboard side view of a three-masted sailing ship (the Kalmar Nyckel) surrounded by 
text: "Liberty / E Pluribus Unum / United States of America." Designed by Edwin Springweiler. This maquette was one of 
thirty-eight entries in a 1936 design competition for the official Delaware Tercentenary commemorative half-dollar coin. 
Dimensions: D-0.875 Dia-9.875 inches. Gift of the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission. 


“Now that the Delaware-Swedish Tercentenary half dollar has been distributed it is interesting to note 
that Sweden will issue a commemorative coin for the occasion. The firm of D. Holmberg’s Mynthandel, 
Stockholm, Sweden, writes as follows: 


‘A Swedish-Delaware jubilee coin will be issued (in mint state and in proof condition). It will be a two- 
kroner piece (half dollar size) in analogy to our old coins named daler, riksdaler (specie), three-daler 


silvemynt, four-riksdaler riksmynt. The earliest of these coins was minted in 1534 and the latest in 1871 5 


5 The Numismatist, Sweden to Issue Coin for Delaware Tercentenary, May 1937, p. 392. 


Old Swede’s Church in Wilmington, Delaware. 


pa he a a E TET 1 e, 


Courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries. 


First Honorary Patron 


His ROYAL HIGHNESS 
‘Tre CROWN PRINCE 
OF SWEDEN 

Honorary Pairon 
HONORABLE 

WOLLNAR F. BOSTROM 
Swedish Minister to U.S. 


Sponsor Patrons 


Apert I. APPLETON 
Wun l. Barr 
FOLKE BECKER 
Grorcr F. BERKANDER 
J. G. Bercouisr 

Joun S. Bioren 

Nuts BJORK 


H. ByonnstRoM-STEFFANSON 


Rosert Woops Buss 
Wars H. Boor: 
CARL R. CHINDBLOM 
J. F. A. Comsrept 
Bror G. DAHLBERG 

E. J. DANIELSON 
OLay J. S. DE BRUN 
FREDERICK ENDERS 
RICHARD ENGSTROM 

E. WOLFRID FRICSSON 
C. H. ERNLUND 

F. O. FERNSTROM 
Nis FLORMAN 
WALTER W. FREEMAN 
M. N. GUSTAYSON 
Coun G. HOYLAND 
GEORGE N. JEPPSON 
Nuits R. JoHANESON 
Mrs. Nits R. JOHANESON 
Oscar A. LENNA 

G. FOLMER LUNDBECK 
Davo L. Linpquisr 
Epwarp MAGNUSON 
H. E. MANVILLE 

Joun M. MOREHEAD 
Ina NELSON MORRIS 
FRANK DMOSSBERG 

Eri: NELSON 

ELIS OLSON 

A. J. PAGEL 

Francis J. PLYM 
ORMOND RAMBO, JR- 
DIRS, ORMOND RAMBO, Jr. 
Justus P. SEEBURG 
COUNT PEHR SPARRE 
Dr. F. J. Swanson 
WOLFGANG THomas 
May. GEN. I. THorp-Gray 
Mas. I. THorp-Gray 
Cuaries H. THORLING 
Emn. TYDEN 

THOMAS J. WATSON 


(Swedish American Tercentenary Association 
ra 


1638-1938 


NEW SWEDEN TERCENTENARY 


For Commemorating the 300th Anniversary of the Establishment 


of New Sweden in the Delaware Valley in 1638 


New Sweden Tercentenary Bulletin 
Number 7 


Greetings to the New Sweden Tercentenary Committees, 
their members, friends and co-workers, for success- ` 
ful celebrations everywhere in 1938 of the 300th 
Anniversary of the Establishment of the First Perma- 
nent Settlements in the Delaware Valley by the Swedes, 
in the present states of Delaware and Pennsylvania, 


These New Sweden Tercentenary Committees are being 
formed in every Swedish-American center possible to 
promote Tercentenary festivities under their auspices 
in the local areas end to help disseminate inforuation 
about it by word of mouth and by news and writings in 
newspapers end other media. 


Our complete organization of the Swedish Americans in 
this coutry is composed of these New Sweden Tercen- 
tenary committees and the National Organization e- 
pends upon then and their nenbers to carry out the 
preparations for the celebrations. We expect you to 
plan and execute your own programs. We will cooperate 
witha you in this and you can help us immensely in pub- 
iicity and in the main objective of the Tercentenary, 
of making our country conscious of the many splendid 
contributions the Swedes end Sweden have made to our 
mation. This will also make for better relations be- 
tween the United States and Sweden as well as to nake 
every Swedish-American proud of his Swedish heritage. 


The Swedish American Tercentenary Association or cen- 
tral body wishes to keep you informed of what is being 
planned for the New Sweden Tercentenary by the Federal 
Governisent, by Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
other states, by our own organizetion and especially 
by Sweden itself. To this effect we will send you 
information in the form of bulletins which, in turn, we 
ask you to use in promoting these same activities in 
your own area and for publication. 


Dr. Amandus Johnson, Director of the American Swedish Historical Museun 
and Mr. Frank Torell, Executive Secretary of this Association, are in 

the field organizing these New Sweden Tercentenary Committees in all 7 
large Swedish-American centers, In each of these centers representatives 
of surrouding places confer with these men so that they can organize even 
the smallest Swedish-American commmities for the Tercentenary Celebration. 


Dr. Johnson, who is well know in :11 these places, is personally telling 
of our plans and those of Sweden as well as those of Delaware, Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey and the Federal Government. Mr. Torell is organizing 
committees so that each comunity can have its own celebration. . Please 
continue to contact and work with these men when they return to head- 
quarters. 


The Swedish Tercentenary Art Exhibit opened in New York at the Rockefeller 
Center on September 24th. ‘This wonderful Art Exhibit, under the auspices 
of the Swedish Government, has made a sensation in New York and this publi- 
city will herald it as it goes on a tour to Worcester, Minneapolis, Cleve- 
land, St. Louis, Chicago, Buffalo, Toledo, Washington, D. G., Wilmington 
and Philadelphia. t 


This Exhibit, containing over three hundred items assembled from the most 
treasured collections of the Museums of Sweden and from private collections, 
spams a period of eight thousand years from the earliest ages of man in’ 
Sweden to the present, Gispleying Art in every form. Please be sure to 
see the exhibit, if possible, and give it local publicity by writing to 
Naboth Hedin, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. for information to put in 
your local papers. i 


It is understoog that the Swedish Film industry is making a motion picture 
of the life of John Ericsson. Victor Seastrom will be in the leading role, 
This will be a contribution to the Tercentenary. 


The Swedish plan for encouraging Swedish schoolchildren to correspond with 
American schoolchildren is developing very successfully. If you are inber- 
ested for your children, write to Neboth Hedin, Chairman of the Publicity 
Committee. 


The first of the Swedish lecturers to come to this country willbe Dr..the - 
Svedberg, who is a well-knowm chemist and a Professor in the University of 
Upsala, Sweden. He received the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1926 and 

holds an Honorary Degree from Harvard University. He will be present at 

the dedication of the new chemistry laboratory at the Dniversity of Dela- 
ware. He will give this lecture on October 15th. 


Dr. Svedberg is one of several scholars and experts who will come to this 
comtry from Sweden to carry their messages to the American wmiversities in 
meny lecture engagements that have been arranged for the winter of 1937-38. 
It can be definitely stated that the official Swedish delegation including 
the Grom Prince and Grown Princess of Sweden will arrive at Wilmington, 
Delaware, to take part in the Tercentenary celebration on June 27, 1938, 
both at the Rocks, at the Old Swedes Church, and in the city of Wilmington. 


0. N. Solbert 
HaTrisburg, renneylveania, OI tne rennsyivania reverevion Ul 
Historical Societies (embracing seventy-three constituent 
historical societies), to-wit: "Whereas plans are in prepara- 
tion to celebrate the tercentenary of the landing of the 


Swedes on the Delaware and the establishment of the firet 


hundredth anniversary ot the founding of the Colony of New 
Sweden is the tact that "The Rocks" was the landing place of 
the first representatives of a race which in our day has 
become an important element in the body politic of the 
American people, In other words, since for the people of 
Swedish extraction in America the "Key of Kalmar" and "The 
Rocks" have the same significance as do the "Mayflower" 
and "Plymouth Rock" for the people of New England, a large 
number of citizens outside of the State of Delaware, who 
are of Swedish lineage, will come to Delaware to celebrate 
the three-hundredth anniversary ot the landing of the Swedes, 
Moreover, the government of Sweden will in all probability 
take official cognizance of the event, and send to this 
country a delegation. Consequently, the State of Delaware 
will be called upon to act as host to these many people, 
and the task of preparing oufselves to receive our guests 
worthily is one tor this Commission to solve. In this task 
we ought to cooperate with representatives ot the Statesof 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey and ot the national government 
of the United States, as well as with the Swedish Colonial 
Society ot Philadelphia and the various other patriotic and 
historical societies of Deleware and Pennsylvania. 

But the initial job before the Commission, concluded 
Dr. Ryden, was to secure the land at "The Rocks" in Wil- 
mington and to have it made into a park as marking the site 
of the tirst permanent settlement in the State ot Delaware 
as well as in the Delaware River Valley and the first iland- 


the 
ing place ot /Swedes in Bmerica,. 


Courtesy of the Delaware Historical Society. 


Mr. Hyatt then stated that Dr. Ryden and he had called 
on Mr. L. C. Campbell, vice president and general manager 
ot the Wilson Line, and had received assurances trom him 
that the steamboat company would cooperate in any way possi~ 
ble. 

in answer to a question, Dr. Ryden stated that none of 
the funds collected throughout the country by the American 
Sons and Daughters ot Sweden a few years ago would be avail- 
able tor the purchase ot the land at "The Rocks." He ex- 
plained by adding that although the subscribers to the so- 
called Swedish ltercentenary und contributed their money 
with the understanding that one part ot it would be used tor 
the purchase of the land at "The Rocks" in Wilmington and 
the other part for the construction of the John Morton 
Memorial Museum (Swedish Historical Museum) at 19th Street 
and Pattison Avenue in Philadelphia, all the money contributed 
was expended on the latter project. 

Mayor Bacon discussed the financial situation of the 
City, and its inability to assist with money at the present 
time, 

It was then moved and seconded that Mayor Bacon, Mr. Mack, 
and Miss Lincoln confer with the Governor regarding the con- 
struction of a highway to "The Rocks", Judge Nields offered 
to look up the question of the steamboat company's title to 
"The Rocks", 

A permanent organization of the Commission was then 


effected by the election of the following officers: 


Courtesy of the Delaware Historical Society. 


President:- Colonel George A. Elliott 
Vice president:- Honorable John P. Nields 
General Secretary:- Doctor George H, Ryden 
Treasurer:— Mrs. Alfred V. duPont 


Recording Secretary:- Miss Anna T, Lincoln. 


it was then moved by Mayor Bacon and seconded by Judge 
Nields that the General Secretary communicate with the mem- 
bers of the Delaware Congressional delegation relative to 
the minting of the United States 50-cent coins as proposed 
in Section 3 of Senate Joint Resolution No. 3, providing 
tor the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary, 

lt was then moved by Miss Lincoln and seconded by Mrs. 
duPont, that the General Secretary write to the Swedish 
Colonial Society and find out what progress had been made | 
relative to the printing of United States postage stamps 
commemorative of the Swedish Tercentenary, 

it was then moved by Mr.Mack and seconded by Mayor 
Bacon, that the Executive Committee, composed of the officers 
of the Commission, be authorized to set up various committees, 
naming the chairman of each, (In this connection Dr. Ryden 
read a tentative list of committees which could be organized 
in due time, ‘his list is shown as Appendix C of these 
minutes. ) 


On motion, duly seconded, the meeting adjourned at 5.45 p.n 


Anna T, Lincoln, Recording Secretary 


Courtesy of the Delaware Historical Society. 


“An Array of Dates 

In March 1638 Swedish colonists, who had departed Göteborg aboard the Kalmar Nyckel and the 
Fogel Grip in 1637, arrived in Delaware Bay and anchored at Port Christina, the site of present-day 
Wilmington, Delaware, soon establishing a fur-trading outpost. Later the region fell under the control of 
first the Dutch, then the British, and in 1682, William Penn. In 1776 Delaware became one of the 13 
original states and in 1787 became the first state to ratify the Constitution. 

In 1938 it was desired to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the landing of the Swedes, but proponents 
of an appropriate commemorative half dollar for the event couldn’t wait that long. Legislation approved on 
May 15, 1936, provided for no fewer than 25,000 silver half dollars to be struck at a single mint and dated 
1936, the half dollars were actually struck in 1937 for an anniversary scheduled to take place in 1938, 
another reflection of the abuse of the commemorative half dollar coining privilege. 

A leaflet published by the issuing commission gave this information: ‘The first permanent white 
settlement in Delaware was made by Swedish colonists in the year 1638 at ‘The Rocks,’ now within the 
city limits of Wilmington. This was not only the first settlement in Delaware, but in the entire Delaware 
River Valley, including the states of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, and the first settlement 
between the Dutch settlement at Manhattan on the north and the English settlements in Maryland and 
Virginia. The 300th anniversary will be celebrated in 1938 by the states of Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
New Jersey, the national government and the Kingdom of Sweden, and the people of Swedish birth or 
descent now in this country.’ 


Design and Distribution 

The Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission staged a design competition with a $500 prize, 
which was won by Carl L. Schmitz, a French-born sculptor who had studied at the Beaux Arts institute of 
Design in New York, whose entry was judged by Chief engraver John R. Sinnock and noted sculptor Dr. 
Robert Tait MacKenzie. Lee Lawrie, a Commission member, did not know the contest winner nor was he 
familiar with his earlier artistic endeavors, but still he was moved to comment: ‘These models seem to me 
to be made by one who understands his business—they are excellent.’ 

A descriptive leaflet noted: ‘On the obverse [sic] of the commemorative half dollar appears the Kalmar 
Nyckel, the ship in which the Swedish colonists arrived in this country. This design is made from a model 
made in Sweden, a copy of the authentic model of the ship now in the Swedish Naval Museum. 

The reverse shows the Old Swedes Church at Wilmington, dedicated in 1699 and still standing near 
‘The Rocks’ in the city of Wilmington and in use. It is said to be the oldest Protestant church building in 
the United States still used for worship.’ 

The issuing commission designated the ship side of the Delaware Tercentenary half dollar as the 
obverse; Mint records designated the church side as the obverse (today collectors agree with the Mint 
records. 

In March 1937, 25,017 Delaware half dollars were struck at the Philadelphia Mint. The Delaware 
Swedish Tercentenary commission offered the coins for $1.75 each through the Equitable Trust Company 
of Wilmington, Delaware. All but 4,022 were sold. The undistributed coins were returned to the Mint to be 
melted. As was the case with several other 1936 issues, large quantities of this issue were common in 


numismatic circles for the next decade or two.2“5 


2. In 1938 the government of Sweden issued its own commemorative coin for the same anniversary. Denomination as two- 
kronor, the coin was described in publicity as follows: ‘On one side is a profile of King Gustaf V and on the other a design 
of Kalmar Nyckel, one of the ships which carried the colonists to these shores 300 years ago. The coin sells for $1, and 
part of the proceeds goes toward the creation of a permanent maintenance fund for the recently established American 
Swedish Historical Museum in Philadelphia. Collectors will find this coin of great future value.’ Orders were accepted by 
G.H. Lundbeck, chairman, New Sweden Tercentenary committee, Room 321, 636 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Dealer 
Wayte Raymond was involved in the American distribution of this Swedish coin and long promoted it as a tie-in with the 
Delaware half dollar. 

5 Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 347 and 348. 


Delaware 
Tercentenary 
Coin 


First Settlement by the Swedes 
1636 


COMMEMORATIVE HALF- DOLLAR, 
MARKING THE THREE-Ht INDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST 
SETTLEMENT IN DELAWARE 
AND THE DELAWARE 
RIVER VALLEY. 


Original mailing envelope and front of official leaflet. Courtesy of Stacks/Bowers Galleries 


The Founding of New Sweden 


It was late in the year 1637 that the 
first Swedish expedition to the New 
World set sail from Gothenburg, 

weden. It consisted of two ships: 3 

almar Nyckel (the Key of Calmar) ~~ 

d Fogel Grip (the Bird Griffin). 

fter a long and perilous journey 
across the Atlantic the expedition ar- 
rived in Delaware Bay about the middle 
of March and proceeded up the river. 
Turning into Minquas Kill, now called 
Christina River, ge two hes 

ped anchor opposite a rocky ledge 
ns E AS o old 
on 


Inside and back of leaflet with four coin holder. Courtesy of a collector who requests to remain anonymous. BlueCC photo. 
273. 


“(Reproduction of postcard from Equitable Trust Company, August 28 1936) 


We acknowledge receipt of $8.75 for 5 Delaware Swedish Tercentenary half dollars. Coins will be 
forwarded as soon as minted, probably in the fall. 


Equitable Trust Company, Agent 
For Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission 
By George Rissel Dougherty”” 


New Sweden Terce: Celebratior 
J 


ntenary Ce 
ime 27-30, 1938 


SWEDISH TWO KRONOR 
TERCENTENARY 
MEMORIAL COIN 


rom June 27 to June 3 
SWEDISH AMERICAN 
TERCENTENARY ASSOCIATION, Inc 

630 Fifth Ave 


Sout 


Courtesy of an avid collector of the series who requests to remain anonymous; Photographer: BluCC Photo’s. 


7 An Inside View of the Coin Hobby in the 1930s: The Walter P. Nichols File, Edited by Q. David Bowers, Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Copyright 1984 by Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc., p. 91. 


“A Delaware Discovery 

Just newly uncovered is a plaster-of-paris negative model of the reverse of the 1936 Delaware 
Tercentenary commemorative half dollar. According to its holder, it is attributed to Adam Pietz, the 
designer of the 1946 lowa commemorative half dollar. Pietz served as assistant engraver of the U.S. Mint 
under John Sinnock from 1927 through 1946, even though Pietz was about ten years his elder. 

The plaster negative was discovered in a home in Delaware and is 10 and % inches in diameter and 1 
and 1/8 inches in thickness. It is a bronze metallic color on the front and sides but is white on the blank 
back. A photograph of the model is shown below: 


Society member (of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins) John Kraljevich, Jr., provided the cover photograph 
(above) for this issue of the Trail. The photo depicts a plaster-of-paris casting of a negative of the reverse of the Delaware 
Tercentenary half dollar and is one of three photos of the model John provided along with his article reporting the 
discovery of the casting in a corrugated cardboard wrapping with a label attributing the design to Adam Pietz rather than 
to the recognized designer, Carl L. Schmitz. We have a new mystery for our Society’s scholars to unravel — a ‘Who 
Dunnit?’ As if that were not enough, John reports the existence of yet another mystery — the appearance on the cast in 
high relief of what seems to a ... Oh, well, you can read about it in John’s article, ‘A Delaware Discovery.’ Courtesy The 
Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, A Delaware Discovery by John 
Kraljevich, Jr., (J-0067, PA), Fall/Winter — 1991, (A Double Issue) Volume 7 - #3, p. 3. 


The piece was found wrapped in a corrugated cardboard cover including the following label: 


Design Submitted 
By U.S. Mint 
Engraver Adam 
Pietz for the 
Obverse of the 
1938 Delaware 
Commemorative Half Dollar. 


The Delaware half dollar was designed by Carl L. Schmitz to commemorate the 300th anniversary of the 
landing of the Swedes in Delaware. The piece featured Old Swedes Church n Wilmington, Delaware, on 
the obverse and the Swedish ship, Kalmar Nyckel, on the reverse. 

The Delaware half dollar was authorized on May 15, 1936. The total mintage was 25,015, but 4,022 
were melted, the authorizing act was repealed August 15, 1939. 

Officially the side showing the ship is the reverse. It is worth noting, however, that the label (above) as 
well as some of the numismatic public today refer to this side as the obverse. 
The official obverse (Swedes Church) shows the date 1936, the date of authorization, whereas the label 
(above) refers to 1938. The coins were minted during 1937, but the dates shown on the reverse are 1638 
— 1938. The anniversary was officially celebrated in 1938. 


[The arrow in the photograph shown below points to what appears to be an old-fashioned skeleton key; the thumb-loop is 
at left, the shaft points to the right, and the dentils on the key point downward from the rightmost extremity. Although this 
key probably will not reproduce well enough to be visible in the photo below, it is indeed visible in each of the original 
photos accompanying this article. The author told the Trail staff that on the plaster model the key appears in high relief.] 


One odd thing about this piece is that the reverse shown is slightly different from the accepted reverse. 
My conjecture is this is the design Carl Schmitz submitted, but it was refined to the ‘accepted state’ by 
Adam Pietz; or, ass an alternative, it may have been the design submitted by Adam Pietz to the open 
contest and was rejected in favor of the Schmitz design. The design shown on this cast portrays LIBERTY 
above the ship and waves below the ship. On the accepted design there was nothing above the ship but 
LIBERTY, and E PLURIBUS UNUM was below the ship. The lettering is also somewhat different. 

A lot of research could and should be done on this piece. This brief article is intended merely as a 
reintroduction of this piece to the world of numismatics and not as an in-depth research study. If anyone 
can provide additional information about this cast, please notify the Trail staff or inform the author at R.D. 
#2, Murray School Road, Pottstown, PA 19464. Additions and corrections to this article are invited. 

Does anyone know the significance of the skeleton key which appears at the bottom of the model? 
Does such a device appear on any other plaster models? 

[For those of you who own models, especially any by Carl Schmitz or Adam Pietz, please take a close 


look at them and help solve this mystery!]”8 


8 The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, A Delaware Discovery by John 
Kraljevich, Jr., (J-0067, PA), Fall/Winter — 1991, (A Double Issue) Volume 7 - #3, p. 19-21. 


“On the cover of our previous issue was a photograph of a newly discovered plaster-of-paris casting of 
a negative of the reverse of the Delaware Tercentenary half dollar. Appearing on pages 19 and 20 of that 
issue (Fall/Winter 1991, Volume 7, No. 3) was an article by one of our Society’s youngest members, John 
Kraljevich, Jr., entitled ‘a Delaware Discovery.’ John’s article included two additional photos of the plaster 
model, and asked for help from our members in resolving two important questions: First, what is the 
significance of the key which appears at the six o’clock position on the plaster cast, Second, who really 
designed this coin? Was it Adam Pietz or Carl L. Schmitz? 

Society member Anthony Swiatek was the first to respond to our query about the key. Anthony 
suggested a relationship between the key and the name of the ship depicted on the coin, KALMAR 
NYCKEL, which translates into English as KEY OF KALMAR. Kalmar is a port city in the southeastern 
region of Sweden. 

In the absence of reports of similar keys appearing on any other castings by Adam Pietz or Carl L. 
Schmitz, we are left to surmise that Anthony Swiatek’s explanation is correct. Apparently, the sculptor 
added the key to the plaster model as an ‘extra touch.’ 
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Above is shown the plaster model of the Delaware Tercentenary half dollar discovered by John Kraljevich, Jr., and 
photographed by Cathy Dumont-Deyak, of Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. The model is portrayed resting upon the 
corrugated cardboard packaging in which it was found. The arrow at bottom points to the ‘skeleton key.’ (The Trail got the 
image courtesy of Bowers and Merena Galleries, Ink.) 


Above and below are shown XCU photos of the skeleton key appearing on the i 
plaster model of the Delaware Tercentenary half dollar. Photos taken by Cathy 
Dumont-Deyak and presented courtesy of Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 


Some of our Society members asked if there really was a ‘key’ on the plaster model, or if we were all 
seeing things? There no longer remains any doubt. John Kraljevich told us that he had consigned his 
plaster cast of the Delaware for sale at auction (March, 1992) by Bowers and Merena Galleries. 

We contacted Bowers and Merena and asked for their help in obtaining XCU (Extreme Close Up) 
photographs of the model, and especially of the area involving the skeleton key. 

Cathy Dumont-Deyak, photographer for Bowers and Merena Galleries, responded immediately. Cathy 
sent us a nice letter and three magnificent photographs, one of the whole cast, and two XCU ‘moonscape’ 
closeups (sic) of the skeleton key which appears on that casting. . . 

As you examine Cathy’s two XCU photos of the ‘skeleton key, you’ll note a serious deterioration of the 
surface, especially on the high-relief areas of the thumb loop and the key-shaft; the four key-dentils 
appear less affected. In any case, there is simply no question that the key appears on the plaster model 
and that it was deliberately placed there by the sculptor. 

There is no evidence of tool-marking which might suggest the shaving away of a flat field surface so as 
leave (sic) the skeleton key in high-relief. Furthermore, the physical deterioration of the surfaces seems 
consistent with what we should expect from the acid-rich airborne moisture of the region in combination in 
combination with non-waterproof corrugated cardboard packaging and the acid-sensitivity of plaster-of- 
paris. Sulfuric acid is used in the manufacture of cardboard and traces of it are residual; cardboard is 
simply not an acceptable medium in which to store either plaster or metals. 


We hope the new owner of this unique Delaware model will take steps to reduce the rate of deterioration 
by providing for separate, airtight, storage of both the model and the original packaging. 

Now, as to the second part of this ‘Delaware Mystery,’ nobody has answered the question as to 
whether it was Adam Pietz or Carl L. Schmitz who was truly responsible for the design of the ship-side of 
the Delaware commem. Schmitz is credited, but who really did it? John Kraljevich reported finding this 
model ‘wrapped in a corrugated cardboard cover’ including a label: ‘Design Submitted by U.S. Mint 
engraver Adam Pietz for the obverse of the 1938 Delaware half dollar.’ So, ‘Who Dunnit?’ We await the 
wisdom of our Society’s scholars!”9 


9 The Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Delaware Mystery Partially 
Resolved, The Skeleton Key, Spring/Summer — 1992, (A Double Issue), Volume 8 - #1, p. 38-41. 


BOWERS AND MERENA 
(SALLERIES, INC. our friends in the rare coin business 


March 11, 1992 


Randall Jack Moore 
Numismatic Directory 
8368-E Via Sonoma 
La Jolla, CA 92037 


Dear Mr. Moore: 


Enclosed please find the photograph of lot 2664 from our March 1992 auction. 
I have also enclosed two exposures of the skeleton key found at the bottom. 
I hope they are helpful. 


If we can be of any assistance in the future, please don't hesitate to contact 
us. 


Sincerely, 


a Bie fhe wine 
Cathy Dumont-Deyak 
Photographer 
Bowers and Merena Galleries 


An Editorial Note 


Lot # 2664, in the Bowers & Merena 
Galleries Auction of March, 1992 
sold for $715. 


Enclosures: as stated 
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“Last week Michael Sanders asked: 

| recently bought a Delaware Tercentenary medal dated 1938. The design and antiqued matte finish 
are identical to Hibler & Kappen #697. However, my example is 70 mm in diameter. The version listed in 
H&K is 35 mm. ‘Medallic Art Co. N.V. Bronze’ is incused on the rim. There are no designer's initials on the 
medal that | can find. I'm not the least bit surprised that Medallic Art struck a larger version, but I'm 
confused by the N.V. designation. The 38 mm version does not carry this (which | assume stands for 
Nevada). 

Jonathan Brecher writes: 


The edgemark on HK-697 is MEDALLIC ART CO., N.Y. — with a Y not a V at the end. | expect that 
Michael's piece is the same, or was intended to be. Since the edgemarks were hand-applied, it would 
have been very easy to lose a piece of the last letter if the punch was applied at a slight angle. 

ve updated the So-Called Dollars web site to capture the edgemark and the mintage figures Dick 
Johnson supplied, thanks! 


Jan Monroe writes: 


| think there are a few discrepancies in the number of medals that Dick Johnson reports. | have seen 
information that indicates that there were actually 125 of the silver medals struck but that only 75 were 
sold to the public. It really does not matter which information is correct as the medal is quite scarce either 
way. 


With regard to the smaller 37mm medal | believe that only 2,000 were struck. This coincides with data 
from the final report of the commission/committee. It also is supported by the relatively high prices that 
this smaller medal achieves in eBay sales. | suspect the difference in the 5,000 vs. 2,000 is the original 
intent versus actual production and sales. 

Thanks, everyone. The link to Jonathan’s updated page is below, and for illustration | used the medal 


images from that page. —Editor”10 


“HK-697 Bronze, on edge Medallic Art Co. N. Y. 35mm 
Query: Large Size Delaware Tercentenary Medal 


Michael Sanders writes: 


| recently bought a Delaware Tercentenary medal dated 1938. The design and antiqued matte finish 
are identical to Hibler & Kappen #697. However, my example is 70 mm in diameter. The version listed in 
H&K is 35 mm. "Medallic Art Co. N.V. Bronze" is incused on the rim. There are no designer's initials on 
the medal that | can find. I'm not the least bit surprised that Medallic Art struck a larger version, but I'm 
confused by the N.V. designation. The 38 mm version does not carry this (which | assume stands for 
Nevada). 

Do you or any of your readers know the history and scarcity of this piece? Also, has anyone found a 
comprehensive reference on Medallic Art medals? 

| don't know, but | forwarded the question to our resident Medallic Art expert, Dick Johnson. -Editor 
Dick Johnson writes: 


The 1938 Delaware Tercentennial Medal was indeed struck by Medallic Art Company, then of New 
York City, now of Dayton, Nevada. It is company catalog number 1937-003. It was created by sculptor 
Ulysses A. Ricci (1888-1960). Last name pronounced REE-she. 

Dies were cut in two sizes: 2 3/4-inch and 1 3/8-inch. Generally we do not have quantity struck (records 
destroyed). However | do have quantity struck as follows: 


2 3/4=inch (70mm) gold..... 5 
2 3/4=inch (70mm) silver . . . 100 
2 3/4-inch (70mm) bronze. . 500 
1 3/8-inch (35mm) bronze .5, 000 


Numismatic references: Hibler-Kappen HK 697, Rulau Q5. It comes on the market fairly often. 
Both size bronze medals have the same finish: antique also called French Finish. Silver and bronze both 
can be treated with the same darkening chemical, it only takes seconds. Then the medal is relived with 
pumice slurry, washed, dried, and lacquered. Gold does not need to be treated other than, perhaps, 
lacquered. 

| can’t comment on a specimen with ‘NV’ on the edge. This sounds like a restrike. The current company 
archivist, Cathy Swinburg, may have such records of this. 
There is no printed catalog of MACO medals, no Red book. As company historian | have written 
extensively about the company and their medals. There are 140 blogs on the firm’s web site. 


Start at: Medalblog.Johnson.”"1 


10 The E-Sylum, Volume 20, Number 50, December 3, 2017. 
11 The Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins. 


Delaware Tercentenary Medal. Obv. Sailing ship; at upper |. 1638, at upper r. 1938; at I. of hull Kalmar, at r. of hull Nyckel 
(this is name of ship, ‘Key of Kalmar,’ Kalmar being city in Sweden); below all Tercentenary of Delaware. 
Rev. State Seal within wide closed wreath; on wreath around, on individual ribbons, are 17 names of individuals; beginning 
at upper r. border, clockwise, Read, Dickinson, Macdonough, Jones, Shipley, Tatnall, Saulsbury, Ridgely, Dupont, Gray, 
Bayard, Van Dyke, Layton, Kirkwood, Haslet, McKean and Rodney. Photo courtesy of John Dean. 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: “Carl L. Schmitz produced the design for the Delaware Tercentenary half 
dollar in 1936 as the result of a competition. The rivalry must have run the gamut of amateurism. The 
obverse again is taken up with a ship motif, this time a straightforward, and by now orthodox, view of one 
of the ships that brought Swedes to the New world in 1638. The reverse demonstrates the convention of 
a Scandinavian building, a profile view of Old Swedes church (fig. 221). Above, the sun’s rays pour down 
from puffs of cigar-smoke clouds, like the hand of God in a Byzantine ikon. The same ship, in the same 
fashion, graces the reverse of the Swedish two-kroner piece struck for the occasion. 

Considering that two standard, even popular, and potentially difficult motifs are used, the design comes 
off with boldness and simplicity. Ships and architecture can offer more pitfalls than they do joys, but 
Schmitz, wisely, has presented plain solids and solid, yet unusual, lettering. Even the triad of standard 
mottoes is apportioned to both sides, to their exergues, in such a manner as to avoid irritation. Although 


offering nothing new, this coin speaks forcefully amid its contemporaries.”"" 


11 Numismatic Art In America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 186-187. 


1938 Delaware Tercentenary Stamps and First Day Covers. Courtesy of Stacks/Bowers Galleries. 


Carl L. Schmitz, Peter A. Juley & Son Collection, Smithsonian 
American Art Museum, J0119835. 


“Bio: Born in Metz, France on September 4, 1900, Carl L. 
Schmitz studied sculpture in France and Germany. He 
came to the United States in 1923, and worked for several 
sculptors. Beginning in 1932 he spent nine months with 
Milles (a Swedish master) at the Cranbrook Foundation, in 
the vicinity of Detroit, and considered that time to be the 
most important and interesting in his life. Schmitz also 
studied at the Beaux Arts Institute of Design in New York 
with Maxim Dasio. He achieved recognition for his work 
from the 1930’s onward. 

In later years the artist maintained a studio in New York 
city, taught there, and gave lectures, one of which was 
titled ‘The Sculptor in Ceramics.’ Beginning in 1959 he was 
an instructor in sculpture at the National Academy of 
Design and co-editor of the National Sculpture Review. His 
works are exhibited at or are a part of the Syracuse 
Museum of Fine Arts, IBM, U.S. Post Office (York, 
Pennsylvania), and, in Washington, D.C., the U.S. Post 
Office department Building, the Federal Trade commission 
Building, and the Department of Justice Building. Schmitz 


died on May 13, 1967. 


12 Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Q. David Bowers. Published by Bowers & 
Merena Galleries, Inc. Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 726. 


Congressional Authorization Act: 
[PUBLIC RESOLUTION—NO. 91—74™ CONGRESS] 
[S. J. Res. 231] 

JOINT RESOLUTION 


To authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the three hundredth anniversary of the 
landing of the Swedes in Delaware. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in commemoration of the three-hundredth anniversary of the landing of the Swedes in 
Delaware there shall be coined at a mint of the United States to be designated by the Director of the Mint 
not less than twenty-five thousand silver 50-cent pieces of standard size, weight, and composition and of 
a special appropriate single design, containing some recognized emblem of the State of Delaware, to be 
fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, but the United States 
shall not be subject to the expense of making the necessary dies and other preparations for this coinage. 


SEC. 2. The coins herein authorized shall bear the date 1936, irrespective of the year in which they are 
minted or issued, shall be legal tender in any payment to the amount of their face value, and shall be 
issued only upon the request of the president of the Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commission upon 
payment by him of the par value of such coins, but not less than twenty-five thousand such coins shall be 
issued to him at any one time and no such coins shall be issued after the expiration of one year after the 
date of enactment of this Act. Such coins may be disposed of at par or at a premium by such committee, 
and the net proceeds shall be used by it in defraying the expenses incidental and appropriate to the 
commemoration of such event. 


SEC. 3. All laws now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins of the United States and the coining or 
striking of the same, regulating and guarding the process of coinage, providing for the purchase of 
material, and for the transportation, distribution, and redemption of coins, for the prevention of 
debasement or counterfeiting, for the security of the coins, or for any other purposes, whether such laws 
are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, apply to the coinage herein authorized. 


Approved, May 15, 1936. 


